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I Introduction

Our Place — The Palos Verdes Peninsula

The residents of the Palos Verdes Peninsula are the beneficiaries of a unique
geography, formed from millions of years of volcanic activity, plate tectonics and
terracing from changing sea levels. The nine-mile wide Peninsula, once an island,
now rises above the Los Angeles Basin to a maximum of 1,480 feet, with uniquely
terraced configurations and steep, rocky cliffs jutting upward 50 to 300 feet from the
ocean. Erosion has contributed to the creation of numerous steep-walled canyons.
These physical characteristics give the Peninsula magnificent views of the Los Angeles
Basin, the Mountain Ranges of Santa Monica, San Gabriel and Santa Ana, the Pacific
Ocean, Catalina Island and the Los Angeles/Long Beach Harbor.

The Peninsula’s history is equally interesting, from the Native American Tongva
people who migrated to the area, the Spanish explorers and missionaries, cattle
ranchers of the Rancho de los Palos Verdes land grant and the whalers of the late 19
century. The early 20" century brought interest in developing the land for residential
use, the Palos Verdes Project and formation' of its present-day cities.

With its magnificent views, beautiful rolling terrain, mild climate, and clean air, the
Peninsula is a most desirable place to live. Home construction began in the 1920's and
has continued to the present. The rate of construction increased dramatically in the
1960’s, substantially increasing the area’s density, primarily in the unincorporated
areas of the Peninsula now known as the City of Rancho Palos Verdes.

History of the City of Rancho Palos Verdes

At the close of the 19" Century, the Palos Verdes Peninsula was inhabited solely by a
few cattle ranchers and sheepherders. The Land was mostly covered with nothing
more than native vegetation. Then, for a brief period in the early 1900s, the Peninsula
enjoyed prosperity not only as a cattle ranch, but also as a rich farming area. Japanese
families farmed the most southern slopes, growing fields of beans, peas and tomatoes,
while the manager of the cattle ranch grew barley for hay and grain on the dryer
northern slopes. In 1913, Frank A. Vanderlip, president of the National Bank of New
York, purchased the 16,000-acre Palos Verdes Peninsula with a vision to develop the |
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fiscal health, revenue and expenditure structure and its fiscal sustainability
into the future.

In addition to these eight elements, the General Plan also includes three recently
prepared studies (Traffic/Circulation, Safety and Noise), which were used in the
preparation of the Circulation, Air Quality and Noise elements. The General Plan
uses these studies to support its analysis, conclusions and recommended policies.
Although not a part of this document, copies of the studies can be obtained from the
Community Development Department.

Implementing the General Plan

The General Plan is not intended to be a stagnant document that rests on a shelf for
the next 30 years. Instead, it is a living, breathing document that shall be used
consistently in all land use decisions in the City wherein all land use actions must be
consistent with the General Plan. Additionally, given the variety of topics addressed
within the Plan, it shall also be used in all other operations of the City; providing
direction into the future.

From time to time the General Plan will necessitate amendments, both to its Land
Use map as well as the text depending upon any changes in direction that the City
may pursue. The State also requires mandatory periodic updates to the General Plan
Housing Element; however, this will remain as a separate document for ease in

updating.

In order to ensure that the General Plan remains as a living, breathing document
used in the operations of the City, the General Plan Update Steering Committee
developed the following two Implementation Goals:

e Periodically (such as every five-years) City Staff should present to the

Planning Commission changes in-nataral-elements—orchanges arisingfrom
technelogicaladvances—whieh that might warrant revisions to policies or

goals. Staff is encouraged to suggest proactive steps or work that will result
in greater safeguards or protection to the environmental elements (examples
include grading for slope stability, corrections of sea cliff erosion, hydrology
improvement, etc.).
(NOTE: THIS IS A PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE
TO THE GOAL)

e Develop an on-going program to improve public awareness of the policies
and goals contained within the General Plan. Such a program should include
publishing and periodically distributing (not merely upon initial publication)
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of brochures, articles in local newspapers, City cable television programs,
and school programs.
(NOTE: THIS IS A PLANNING COMMISSION RECOMMENDED CHANGE
TO THE GOAL)

In addition to these implementation efforts, the City will conduct an annual
evaluation of the implementation of the General Plan and report such evaluation to
the City Council, while also conducting a 5-year thorough review to ensure that the
document is kept up to date with emerging trends and direction.
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